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Introduction of the MEC by the Sedibeng District Municipality 
Executive Mayor, Cllr Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the 

occasion of the Launch of the Community Orientated Primary 
Care held in Boipatong, Sedibeng, on the 11th March 2011. 

Programme Director, Cllr Maipato Tsokolibane 

Executive Mayor: Emfuleni Local Municipality: Cllr SA Mshudulu 

Gauteng MEC for Health and Social Services: Ms Ntombi Mekgwe 

Our mothers and guardians of Sedibeng 

Setjhaba sa Sedibeng  

Our Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I bring you greetings from the Sedibeng District Municipality. It is as 

we come to grips with the month of March 2011, the month which 

defines who we are as Sedibeng District Municipality.  

 

The month in which 51 years ago, the community of Sharpeville stood 

up to say to the entire world: Enough is enough, Africans in particular 
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and South Africans in general can no longer stand the separation of 

brother from brother.  

 

This led to the massacre of our people which heralded the Sharpeville 

Massacre. This act of selflessness has bestowed on us the honour of 

being the Cradle of Human Rights Struggles as well as the 

Constitutional home of South Africa. 

 

The health of our nation, the proud South African nation, is once again 

brought into sharp focus. A healthy nation is central to the growth and 

development of our country. It is for this reason that primary health care 

becomes critical. It cannot be that we should ignore the basics and 

hope to provide disease maintenance when things could have been 

avoided. 

 

It is said, or at least my primary school teacher used to say” A stitch in 

time saves nine” Primary health care is as important as stopping the 

onset of disease. It is for this reason that I take great joy at this launch 

today. 

 

My role here today is very easy. I am not expected to make a speech 

but to announce and introduce to you a colleague who we all wished we 

had as our own here in Sedibeng. As luck would have it, we can now 

claim as our own. 
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She is the MEC for Health and Social Development in Gauteng, the 

former Executive Mayor of Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Council, a 

passionate leader in government on matters affecting communities.  

 

During her tenure as the Executive Mayor of Ekurhuleni, we could 

only wish that some of her energies could be diverted to us here in 

Sedibeng but that was not to be. The Gauteng Province in its wisdom 

saw fit to deploy her to head this important department. In doing so, the 

department was energized and the community of Sedibeng in particular 

and Gauteng in general, had their wish fulfilled. 

 

It is my pride and joy to introduce and present to you, the Gauteng 

MEC for Health and Social Development, Ms Ntombi Mekgwe. 

 

 

I Thank You.  

 


